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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Monday, Sept 8th 2025 

Well-traveled members, Fran and Larry 

Armstrong will present "India's Andaman Islands 

and Western Ghat Mountains".  See birds in the 

land of tea and spices, lots of raptors, owls, 

endemics (and some really cool mammals). 

UUCY, 7pm.  

 

Monday, October 13, 2025 

David Arrow and Bernie Frick will give a 

presentation on their adventures in Alaska 

including hiking, whale watching, and pelagic 

birding.  

UUCY, 7pm.  

 

Monday, November 10, 2025 

Metal sculptor Thomas Sterner will present 

"Public Sculptures... From Inspiration to 

Installation: An Artist's View of Nature". 

UUCY, 7pm.  

 

Monday, December 8, 2025 

Peter Kaestner will present “Search for the 

Orange-Tufted Spiderhunter ~~~My Quest to See 

10,000 Birds".  February 9, 2024 Peter became 

the first person to ever observe 10,000 bird 

species.  He also holds eBird's biggest world life 

list. UUCY, 7pm.  

 

Monday, January 12, 2026   

Member George Schardt will present "Birds Z to 

A". Favorite photos and stories of his travels from 

Alaska to Zimbabwe.  Why Z to A?  You’ll need to 

attend to find out! UUCY, 7pm.  

 

 

 
 

Monday, February 9, 2026 

Kathy Gingerich will reveal the mysteries of 

each feather on a bird in her presentation titled, 

"Feathers".  There’s far more to feathers than 

meets the eye. UUCY, 7pm.  

 

Monday, March 9, 2026 

Lancaster Conservancy’s Keith Williams will 

welcome the new season with a presentation 

titled,   " Spring Ephemerals". UUCY, 7pm.  

 

Saturday, April 11, 2026  

Annual Banquet East Berlin Area Community 

Center! Doors open at 4 P.M. for the silent 

auction, 50/50 tickets, followed by delicious 

food served family-style. Speaker Linette 

Mansberger will present " Winging It Near 

Water". She will showcase birds that are found 

near various water habitats in southcentral PA.  

She will teach us about the families of birds 

that frequent wetlands, ponds, streams, etc…

and some of the birds’ unique characteristics. 

More details to come.   

 

Monday, May 11, 2026 

West Shore Wildlife Center will bring some of 

its wild ambassadors for an educational and 

entertaining program for the whole family! 

UUCY, 7pm.  

 

 

Saturday, June 13, 2026 

Annual picnic at William Kain Park's Muskie 

Pavilion, starting at noon. Bring covered dish. 

More details to come.  

 

 

Fall 2025 



President’s Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Greetings, 
I wanted to take this space to inform 
everyone about the Bird Habitat 
Recognition Program, which has just been 
launched by the Pennsylvania Audubon 
Council. The program is particularly timely 
given the alarming findings from recent 
studies, which 
show a significant decline in bird 
populations across North America. To 
combat this trend, this program is designed 
to educate and encourage people to turn 
their yards, balconies, and community 
green spaces into functional, healthy 
habitat for birds. It aims to promote the use 
of native plants and other bird-friendly 
practices to create vital stepping stones of 
habitat across our landscapes. 

 
This initiative is a simple, powerful way for 
individuals to directly contribute to bird 
conservation. By participating, you’ll adapt 
your yard to utilize some effective methods 
to provide for the needs of local and 
migratory birds, including food, water, 
cover, and safe places to raise their young. 
By making your property more bird-friendly, 
you’re not only helping local breeding 
species but you’ll also be contributing to a 
network of habitats that support birds 
throughout their lifecycles including 
important stopovers for migrants. 

 

As a special incentive, by registering your proper-

ty for the program, you will receive an attractive 

metal sign that features the Bird-Friendly Habitat 

logo as well as our own chapter's logo. Displaying 

this sign in your yard not only designates it as a 

bird-friendly habitat, but it is also a great conver-

sation starter to help you educate your neighbors 

about the benefits of native plants and the urgent 

need to create bird-friendly habitat.  

 

 

Anyone can get involved! The program provides a 

simple checklist of criteria, such as planting native 

species, providing a water source, and taking 

steps to reduce threats like window collisions. 

Once you meet the criteria, you can register your 

property (for a small fee to cover costs) to receive 

recognition for your efforts. Even if you don’t have 

a yard or if you live in an urban area, there are still 

simple things that you can do to support birds in 

your living space to meet the criteria to qualify.  

This program offers an excellent opportunity to 

connect with nature right outside your door and be 

part of a larger community dedicated to helping 

birds thrive. 

Learn more about the program and its goals.  

Check out the Pennsylvania Audubon Council 

website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

paauduboncouncil.org 

David Arrow 

President, York Audubon Society  



Magee Marsh 2026 

May 13th-16th.  

Magee Marsh is a birder's dream when it 
comes to the variety of birds moving 
through during Spring migration. Contact 
Becky Stabler for lodging and cost infor-
mation at:  

Naturestabler@gmail.com 

 

 

Blackwater NWR 

December 6th 

Come see winter waterfowl en mass at 
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge in 

Cambridge, MD. Price and more details to 
come. If interested, email: 

Naturestabler@gmail.com 

Give Local York 2025 

Thanks to the efforts of Give Local York and 

the community, we managed to raise $3408.07! 

We greatly appreciate all of your support to-

wards continuing our ongoing efforts toward 

bird conservation.  

 

42nd Annual Bird Seed Sale 

The Annual York Audubon Bird Seed Sale is a 

great chance to fill your feeders while support-

ing environmental education and conservation 

efforts in York County.  

To place your order, visit: 

https://www.yorkaudubon.org/ 

Order deadline is October 18th, 2025.  

Pick-up is 9am-1pm on October 25th, 2025 at:  

PICK-UP LOCATION TBD, CHECK  WEB-

SITE 

For questions, contact Kyle Groft  

717-654-4215 

 

 

Savannah, Jekyll Island & Beaufort, 
SC.  

 
April 20-25, 2026 

 
Join York Audubon and Diamond Tours for 
a guided tour of Savannah and Jekyll Is-
land, Georgia, and Beaufort, South Caro-
lina! It includes 6 days and 5 nights as 
well as a Trolley Tour of Savannah and an 
evening show at the Savannah Theater!  
 
For more information, or to reserve your 
spot contact Darlene Schardt at 
dlschardt@yahoo.com or 717-741-3078 
(voice only).  

Join us for outdoor adventure as we explore 

York County for birds! These are informal 

walks and anyone with an interest in nature 

is welcome to attend. These are an excellent 

opportunity to learn about birding and na-

ture. No registration required.  

 

Look for the Monthly Bird Walk schedule 

under the “birding” and “bird walks” 

Yorkaudubon.org 
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Contact Information 

Please contact board members at: 

 

audubonyorkpa@gmail.com 

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

President: David Arrow 

tokens4dave@gmail.com 
Vice President:   

Vacant 
Recording Secretary:  

Sherry Lookofsky 
Treasurer / Bird Counts:   

Bernie Frick 
717-843-6675 
Ways and Means:   

Kyle Groft  

Dick Humbert 
717-266-1864 
Program/Field Trips:   

Tish Swam 
717-235-2578 
Education:  

Avary Sassaman 

avarysassaman@gmail.com  

Alice Simmons 

tasimmons3@comcast.net 
 

 

Our regular MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETINGS 

will be held at 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF 

YORK, 

925 S. GEORGE ST, YORK, PA 

Meetings are free and open to the public - Come 

PA Birds:   

Phil Keener    

717-259-9984 

pittche74@yahoo.com 

Newsletter and Social  

Media:   

Evan Vaeth 

nexevan@gmail.com 

Past President:  

Carolyn Mathur 

717-309-7899 

Membership/Website:   

George Schardt 
717-741-3078   

Hospitality:  

Darlene Schardt 

717-741-3078 


